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REVIEWS 



A Text Book of Sociology. By James Quayle Dealey, Pro- 
fessor of Social and Political Science in Brown University, 
and Lester F. Ward, of the Smithsonian Institution. New 
York : The Macmillan Co. Pp. xxxv + 3 2 6. 
To say that this book comes nearer than any predecessor to 
satisfying reasonable demands for an elementary textbook in general 
sociology, may seem to those acquainted with the possible range of 
comparison a deliberate attempt to damn with faint praise. The 
estimate expresses my judgment, however, and the opinion is in no 
sense or degree a " tainted " tribute. I welcome the book, and both 
hope and predict that it will prove an important factor in securing for 
sociology the academic attention which it deserves. The mere fact 
that it is a collaboration, instead of the work of a single writer, is in 
itself a guarantee that it will have certain availabilities which no 
author of a sociological system could achieve alone, if he attempted 
to recast his theories for classroom use. The reasons for this are 
implied clearly enough in the book itself, in its statement of the way 
in which sciences grow (pp. 4-6) . 

At the same time, the great need in sociology just now is not a 
textbook, but teachers qualified to win due respect for the subject, 
whether they have a textbook or not. The only teachers of this type 
are sure to have a plan of instruction of their own, which might be 
made into a textbook, and they are likely to find anyone's else book 
a sort of Saul's armor at best. Less qualified teachers have already 
queered the subject in numerous unfortunate instances, and no book 
can be good enough to enable the unfit to make sociology reputable. 
A textbook cannot be held responsible, however, for supplying 
either brains or training, and we must judge it upon the presumption 
that it will be used by competent men. Taking so much for granted, 
the present text can hardly fail to be serviceable in popularizing the 
system which has earned for Dr. Ward a permanent place in social 
science. 

As I review his philosophy in this epitome, however, an impres- 
sion already derived from study of Dr. Ward's more elaborate books 
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is confirmed. Although he must always rank as a prince of the 
apostles of psychic influence in society, Dr. Ward does not succeed, 
in spite of himself, in giving to his rendering of society an unmis- 
takably human tone. He carries from his work in physical science a 
certain abstractness of statement which is partly inseparable from all 
generalization, but which has the effect of holding the interpretation 
farther aloof from actual life than is desirable or necessary. In 
reducing social factors to the least common denominator, "force," 
Ward does not retain such control of the denominator that it always 
suggests, when it should, the qualities of psychic force. Beginning 
with "synergy" and ending with "social appropriation," I have a 
feeling that the medium of expressing the thought retains a foreign 
element that needlessly veils the thought. The language itself sug- 
gests to my mind images of conjunctions of impersonal forces, rather 
than flesh-and-blood men working together. Everybody who values 
Ward's work in sociology, as I certainly do, ought to be aware that 
it needs to be personalized far beyond the letter of its formulas, 
before its essential truth can be made impressive. It is one thing to 
get our theory of life firmly grounded upon the basis of cosmic 
forces; it is quite another thing to reduce our theory of life to an 
algebra of cosmic forces among which live individuals do not appear. 
If there must be an exclusion of one extreme or the other, we should 
be nearer the truth in expressing our sociology in terms of people 
than in terms of forces. Neither extreme need be adopted, but in 
following Ward there should always be an addition of human terms 
to the equations. 

Speaking with the bias of a teacher who has a method of his 
own, I cannot agree with the judgment of the authors in distribut- 
ing the material of the book. Perhaps it would be more correct to 
say that a fair digest of Dr. Ward's system calls for a plan of treat- 
ment which does not seem to me to provide for the wisest allotment 
of the time of students. We are in the middle of the book (p. 169) , 
before we reach the topic " The Social Order." Assuming that the 
book is to be used with college seniors, I should say that every day 
spent on preliminaries, before introducing them to the social order, 
is relatively a day lost. Few colleges have so far relaxed their step- 
motherly attitude toward sociology as to afford room at best for more 
than a glimpse at it in undergraduate courses. This glimpse ought 
to go as near to the heart of the matter as possible. Prying into the 
metaphysics of the plan of salvation may well be reserved for the 
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rare few brands plucked from the burning who are elected to a 
graduate career. 

But the volume is more than a textbook in the pedagogical sense. 
It is an interpretation of a system of thought which comparatively 
few people have had the enterprise to master in its original form. It 
ought to influence many readers to correct their mistake of omitting 
to find out what Ward has been teaching for a quarter-century. 
Even those who have studied Ward's books from' the beginning will 
find ample reason for acknowledging the service which Professor 
Dealey has rendered both as editor and commentator. 

Between adoption of the elective system, and rejection of the 
old-fashioned "mental and moral philosophy," which until recently 
served at all events to give a certain coherence to the college course, 
the colleges have gone farther than most of them are aware toward 
forfeiting one of their chief claims to respect. They are putting stu- 
dents off with a list of uncorrelated courses instead of giving them a 
unified view of life. The stronger the college, the greater the proba- 
bility that the proposition is literally true. If the average student 
of the larger colleges has at graduation a definite conception of his 
relation to society, it is very seldom traceable to the direct influence 
of the college. The opposite was once the case, and doubtless will be 
again. A college course that leaves the knowledge imparted in a 
state of uncorrelated chaos is lamentably defective. The only think- 
able substitute, in the near future, for the speculative philosophy 
which used to shape the general world-view taught in American col- 
leges must be some version of sociology. Whether the merits of the 
sociologists in particular, or the logic of events in general, will most 
directly fulfil this prophecy, we need not predict. In either case, such 
books as this will play an important part in preparing the way for a 
needed reform in college programs. 

Albion W. Small. 



Jugendfiirsorge und Strafrecht in den Vereinigten Staaten von 
Amerika: Ein Beitrag sur Ersiehungspolitik unserer Zeit. 
Von J. M. Baemreither. Leipzig: Duncker & Humblot, 
1905. Pp. lxviii + 305. 
The author is already well known in the English-speaking world 
and has taken pains to study the problems of the social care of youth- 
ful citizens in all civilized states. The introduction is devoted to a 



